


HOW TO TAKE PART 

Beginning on March 31st and ending on August 31st 2021, Art 4 Planet Earth is 
an opportunity for you to be creative about how you feel about climate change 
and the ecological emergencies we now face. You may be passionate about the 
future of our planet and want to express this creatively, or you may be creative 
and feel inspired by this subject. 

Because our museums and galleries are currently closed, we’re asking you to submit your artwork to 
an online exhibition which will happen in October 2021, although we’re also hoping to have a ‘real’ 
exhibition too. 

1. CREATE 

Your creative response can take any form that helps you to express your ideas.. 

Creative writing            Poetry          Song lyrics        A piece of music        Dance  

Photography       Video        Drawing      Painting      Sculpture      Tapestry     Textiles 

Embroidery      Poster - or whatever is right for you !  

You can work on your own or with others. Please remember to be Covid-safe and to follow the 
guidance when collaborating. Please go to www.gov.uk/coronavirus  for more information. 

Some Starting Points for your work could be: 

The consequences of climate change - increased flooding, excessive heat, extreme weather, food 
insecurity, displacement, loss of biodiversity, extinction, ocean pollution, oil pollution, deforestation, 
protest. 

The possible solutions- different farming techniques, renewable energy, recycling, repurposing. 

2. SHOW YOUR CREATIVITY 

• Submit your work by sending a photo of it (or a video) to the online exhibition  http://a4pe.uk 

• Display your artwork ( or a photo of it) in your window, outdoor or community space so it can be 
seen by others. You can print off and colour in the Art 4 Planet Earth logo (at the end of this pack) 
or the poster cover of the pack, and display one of these next to your artwork so people get the 
message and spread the word! ( Both are available to download from the website too!) 

• Share your artwork with others on Instagram and spread the message about the exhibition . Post 
a photo of your artwork on your own account and include: 

• The hashtag #art4planetearth 

• Your name, town and a few words about your creation. 

We welcome early submissions to the exhibition (from March 31st.)  

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://a4pe.uk
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://a4pe.uk


So who are WYRE FOREST GREEN ALLIANCE ( the people behind 
this exhibition? ) 


The Wyre Forest Green Alliance is a network of local organisations committed 
to improving our local environment and helping in efforts to safeguard the 
future of our planet. Member organisations are those with a commitment to 
encourage environmental sustainability and community involvement.


Founding organisations of WFGA are:Transition Kidderminster, Transition 
Bewdley, Friends of The Earth,Wyre Forest Vegans, Wyre Forest Extinction Rebellion,Green Party, 
Wyre Forest District Council and Kidderminster Soroptimists.


For more information: wfgall.org.uk or email wfgall@protonmail.com


One of our main concerns is climate change..... 

Climate change ( global warming) is happening now. Scientists estimate that since the Industrial 
Revolution, human activity has caused the Earth to warm by about 1 degree Centigrade. Rising 
temperatures will make our weather more extreme and unpredictable and because of this both 
animals and humans will find it increasingly difficult to adapt to the changing climate. Many animals 
face extinction and many people are suffering because of extreme weather conditions like flooding 
and forest fires. There are many things which have caused climate change including: the burning of 
fossil fuels ( like oil and gas) which have created the ‘ Greenhouse effect’; farming methods e.g. 1.5 
million cows releasing methane burps into the atmosphere, and deforestation - the cutting down of 
many rainforests to clear the way for farmland, oil mines and dams. Science is clear that the extent of 
global warming is proportionate to the total amount of carbon dioxide that human activities add to 
the atmosphere. In order to stabilise climate change, C02 emissions will need to drop by half by 2030 
and reach net zero by 2050.


Useful websites on climate change and the climate emergency 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/challenges/climate-change/


https://extinctionrebellion.uk/the-truth/the-emergency/


https://policy.greenparty.org.uk/cc.html


https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/projects/climate-change-evidence-causes/basics-of-climate-change/


This has a useful 60 second video about climate change 


Websites for children: 

https://www.explainthatstuff.com/globalwarmingforkids.html#wigw


https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
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What is COP 26 and why is it important?

The online exhibition is taking place in October 2021 a few weeks before the 
United Kingdom host COP 26 in Glasgow.  https://ukcop26.org/ World 
leaders, climate experts and campaigners will come together to  agree a co-
ordinated action plan to tackle the climate emergency.


At COP 25 (Madrid 2019) Greta Thunberg urged world leaders to act immediately when she said: 


“  Our leaders are not behaving as if we are in an emergency. In an emergency you change 
your behaviour. If there is a child standing in the middle of the road and cars are coming at full 
speed you don’t look away because it feels uncomfortable. You immediately run out and 
rescue that child. Without that sense of urgency how can we, the people, understand that we 
are facing a real crisis.”


David Attenborough’s recent message to the United Nations Security Council ( February 2021)  was 
as urgent. 


“ There is no going back- no matter what we do now, it’s too late to avoid climate change and 
the poorest, the most vulnerable, those with the least security, are now certain to suffer. If we 
bring emissions down with sufficient vigour we may yet avoid the tipping points that will make 
runaway climate change unstoppable. In November this year at COP 26 in Glasgow, we may 
have our last opportunity to make the necessary step-change.” 

COP 26 is important because COVID-19 has refocused priorities and caused individuals and 
governments to pay closer attention to the environment. As many countries begin to rebuild their 
economies after the pandemic, there has been a major emphasis on’ building back better’ through a 
green recovery. COP 26 is also being viewed as the successor to COP 21where The Paris 
Agreement was signed. Governments agreed to keep global warming ‘well below’ 2 degrees C and 
to make efforts to keep it below 1.5 degrees C.


Other people and groups who are concerned about climate change: 

Young people https://ukscn.org and https://www.ukycc.com/


UK Women nominated for The Power List 2020: Our Planet. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
articles/5f6X3JsVjcGXfXstdbYxhkk/womans-hour-power-list-2020-the-list


Extinction Rebellion  https://extinctionrebellion.uk


Chris Packham  https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/jan/21/chris-packham-urges-tv-makers-
to-shout-louder-about-nature-crises


Bill Gates “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster.”
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Why Art 4 Planet Earth ? 

Being creative about how we feel about climate change can help! 


The Arts may not be able to save the world but art can spur us into action and communicate in a 
way that scientists and politicians can’t. 


You might like to look at the following websites for more inspiration:


https://www.artworksforchange.org/artist-galleries-ftb-part-ii/


https://mccnetwork.org/exhibitions

https://www.embroidery.rocksea.org/projects/temproidery/global-warming-temproidery/

https://slate.com/technology/2020/02/quilts-knitting-cross-stitch-climate-change.html

https://writersrebel.com/


https://www.louderthanthestorm.com/


https://bindcollective.org/category/photography/


Laura Paulina Tercero Araiza, 10, 
Mexico.’I would like to transmit to all 
people, including the world’s leaders, 
my hope and desire to stop global 
warming by promoting the use of our 
sun because it is so powerful, clean 
and practically endless.”

Here are some examples of children’s paintings 
from Paint for the Planet ( United Nations 
Environment Programme 2018 )


Umbrella ( Charlotte Sullivan, 13 England) “The 
silhouette of a figure in my painting represents the 
government’s and ‘global businesses’ idle hold 
over the world. My wish is that everyone should 
take care of the environment.”
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How can I help to reduce my carbon footprint and do my bit 
for Planet Earth? 

Here are a few ideas, with information about local organisations that can help:


• Reduce the amount of energy you use to heat and power your home.

Can you  improve the insulation, use more efficient appliances, make better use of 
heating controls or even generate some of your own power from solar panels? Act on Energy provides free and 
impartial advice on all matters energy related, including grants available to help. Phone  0800 988 2881 for 
advice. 

 

• Food, Glorious Food! 

The food we eat can have a big impact on the environment. Think about how your food is grown or produced, 
packaged and transported. Can you start to grow some of your own food or 
support more local food growers and businesses- visit your local farm shop or 
Country Market or see the Worcestershire Food Links Directory for ideas. 
Thinking about becoming a vegan? The Wyre Forest Vegans can give you lots 
of advice.

 

• Reduce Local Litter! 

The Pick Up Artists are a community litter picking group, supporting volunteer 
litter pickers from Kidderminster and the surrounding area. Take part 
individually or in group litter picks when circumstances allow.


• Reduce the amount of single use plastics 
 by using reusable cups, bottles and bags or taking our own containers to a 

local refill shop. For ideas

   Plastic Free Kidderminster Facebook Group.


 

• Get on your bike! 
 Are there more journeys that you could walk or cycle, rather than jumping in the car? Visit Cycling in the Wyre 
Forest District for cycle route information and advice, details of free adult cycle training for Wyre Forest 
residents and how to get involved with the Wyre Forest Cycle Forum. 


• Repair Cafés provide friendly, relaxing and social meeting spaces where you can bring broken, damaged or 
torn household and personal items for advice or repair, free of charge, helping to reduce waste. Subject to 
Covid restrictions (see the Facebook pages for the latest info) Repair Café events take place monthly in 
Kidderminster and Bewdley.


 


• Reduce, reuse and recycle.

Find out how to by visiting Let’s Waste Less Worcestershire Find out about how to reduce your food waste, 
about composting, what you can and can't recycle and where to take your items for reuse. 


Remember, every small step you take, and encourage others to take, on your 
journey to waste less is a step closer to reducing your impact on the 
environment. 

https://actonenergy.org.uk/
https://www.country-markets.co.uk/
http://www.growingworcestershire.org.uk/wfl-main-directory/
https://wyreforestvegans.org/
https://www.thepickupartists.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/plasticfreekiddy/?ref=share
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/cycling
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/cycling
https://m.facebook.com/Kidderminster-Repair-Cafe-231843697306563/
https://www.facebook.com/transitionbewdley
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20684/lets_waste_less
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20710/lovefoodhatewaste
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20703/composting
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20706/reuse
https://actonenergy.org.uk/
https://www.country-markets.co.uk/
http://www.growingworcestershire.org.uk/wfl-main-directory/
https://wyreforestvegans.org/
https://www.thepickupartists.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/plasticfreekiddy/?ref=share
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/cycling
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/cycling
https://m.facebook.com/Kidderminster-Repair-Cafe-231843697306563/
https://www.facebook.com/transitionbewdley
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20684/lets_waste_less
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20710/lovefoodhatewaste
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20703/composting
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20706/reuse


WYRE FOREST GREEN ALLIANCE


..................................................................................................

Please print, colour in and display next to your art work in your front window or community space.






